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Reflections in the Water:  An Invitation to Share One Hundred Twenty Years of 
Mission and Ministry  
 

19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19, NRSV) 
  Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,* and do not be intimidated, but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from 
you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. (1 Peter 3:13-16, 
NRSV) 

It has been said in recent decades that Presbyterians treat our Great Commission of 

evangelism to share the Good News of Jesus with others as if it were a dark family secret 

that we would rather avoid. Frankly, we often see the uninhibited efforts of some of our 

Christian neighbors and may be put off or even embarrassed by their efforts (or perhaps our 

lack thereof). One scenario of unwelcome evangelism is captured by the illustrator Charles 

Schulz:  ñI would have made a good evangelist,ò says Sally to Linus on their way to school. 

She goes on to explain to him, ñYou know that kid who sits behind me at school? I 

convinced him that my religion is better than his religion.ò Amazed, Linus replies ñHowôd 

you do that?ò Looking confidently forward Sally replies, ñI hit him with my lunch box!ò  

 I believe we feel deeply that being aggressive in our outreach is the wrong tactic to reach 

others with the message of the Good News of Jesus Christ. As Reformed Christians in 

todayôs America, we have often taken too much comfort in doing little to invite and extend 

the hospitality that exists within the sacred precints of our faith community. When we fail to 

invite others to share the joy of knowing Jesus Christ, our community, and the opportunity to 

serve others, the result will be that in all likelihood we will reach no one. How do we find 

our own voice of invitation to share with others among what we consider to be the loud and 

flashier examples that seems to generate some of  our discomfort? I think the starting place 

to reach out is not so hard to identify ð be yourself as you are with God and be that 

authentic same self with others when you are with them.     

On December 20, 1891, one hundred twenty years ago, an evangelist and six people 

joined together to start this congregation. Since then thousands have worshipped, served, and 

lived as part of this congregation. This year with a new expanded facility, we three hundred 

souls will begin a very new chapter in the life of  community. Through our strategic planning 

process with the Session and congregation, we have learned that there are three current 

priorities for our churchôs ministry and  mission: to reach  youth from cradle to college in 

our community, to become intentionally active in mission in the county and beyond, and to 

develop for ourselves a sense of personal discipleship and commitment that nurtures our 

gifts of leadership and participation in all areas of church life. Beneath these objectives is an 

inherent challenge to each one of us to be faithful and generous stewards of our time and 

resources to accomplish these ministries. More importantly, there is the challenge to share 

these opportunities for discipleship and service with others, especially those who have no 

church home. One of the paths to strengthen these efforts will be intentional evangelism 

through the opening of ourselves to others through invitation and welcome.  

 Already this year  I have extended a charge to our elders and deacons to invite, nurture, 

and welcome at least two unchurched households to join us from the Johnston County area 

to join in  Christian community and fellowship in 2012.  Especially during this our 120th 

anniversary year, I now extend the same intentional charge to you to invite two others to 

come and share the joy of worship, service, and hospitality that exists among us that we 

might more fully and faithfully proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ for ourselves and 

future generations in this place. Who will you share the Good News with in 2012? 

 May the peace and blessing of our God abide with you in this New Year. 

        Pastor Joe  
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Prayerful Support for  
Mary Alice Thomas who is in Charlotte. 

Martha Rogers who is in Norfolk. 
Clara Scouten who is in Durham. 
Marie Gupton and Nor Bell who are at 
Barbour Court. 
Devon Pollard who is at home. 
Dorothy Onisko and Lib Walsh who are 

at Caroline House. 
John Shallcross and Shirley Wooten who are at 
Smithfield Manor. 
Susan Hill who is recovering from surgery. 
Chap Ragland who is recovering from surgery. 
Welcome to David and Bobbie Hartman, David and 
Kathy Rice, Jayson Naylor, Rodney Wilson, Tom and 
Sharon Barwick, Ross and Pam Hailey, and Larry 
Ryan, who joined with us in membership during 
November and December. 

 
                                                                                                              

Christmas in a Barn  
 Thank you to all who made Christmas in a Barn 
another big success in this, its 30th year. Thanks to all the 
angels, shepherds, wise men, Mary, Joseph, and Baby 
Jesus actors. Everyone looked great. Thanks to the 
volunteers that helped get all those actors dressed and 
undressed. Thanks for all the great cooks that provided our 
delicious refreshments. Thanks to Brandy Holzshu for the 
delicious hot chocolate and for coordinating the 
refreshments. Thanks to Eddie Foy for once again being 
our narrator and to Ragged Company and Camille Boone 
for again providing our music. Thanks to Pastor Joe for his 
help. Thanks to Evans Horne and his setup/cleanup crew, 
Eddie Hairr, Brent Booker, Ken Allen, Thomas Allen, 
Alec Vaughn, Cooper Horne and Bennie Pope. If you 
liked refreshment being in tents, please let me know. And 
a very special thanks to the Langdons for once again 
allowing us to descend on their farm. I also have to thank 
the animals ð horses, donkey and goats ð for their  
participation, too. They really had that special touch of 
realism. And a Big Thanks to all who came out for 
Christmas in a Barn 2011.  
 If you would like to help us in 2012, please let me 
know. 
      ð Ruth Bell 
 

 ñéand a Happy New Year!ò 
Greetings from the Director of Music! 

This month brings my first anniversary 
serving at First Presbyterian. This, coupled 
with the sentiments of the season, seems like 
an appropriate time for some reflection. 

I have enjoyed this first year at FPC. 
Everyone has been welcoming, wonderful to get to know, and 
highly complimentary of my work with the choir. I am so 
happy and lucky to have such a supportive environment in 
which to work. It is truly an honor, a privilege, and a pleasure.  

In this first year, I have been so happy with what the choir 
has accomplished. Camille Boone did such a good job before I 
arrived, and the singers in choir are so talented and receptive 
that itôs really been a smooth and seamless time together. 
Also, with Myra Wallaceôs skill and hard work, itôs been a 
very fun process. 

Going into my second year, I am hopeful and confident 
that we will continue building upon our previous achievements 
to hit new heights. I look forward to seeing what we are 
capable of. 

I thank you for your generous welcome, and I thank you 
for the opportunity to be involved in such a vital, caring Body. 

  With best wishes for a happy, healthy, and 
   prosperous new year, 

 Dwight 
 
 
 
 

Transition Committee Report  
Members of the Transition Committee rejoice with the rest 

of the congregation at the sight of new foundations and 
framing that began in December. We know that this signals 
both the foundation of our strong missions for the works of the 
Lord and the framing of our future as a spiritual leader in the 
community. 
Our covenant with St. Paulôs Episcopal Church is working 

well. We have established a liaison committee between the 
two churches that discusses any issues that might arise from 
our use of their facilities. Joy Worsham and Cameron 
Womack represent First Presbyterian, and they report that St. 
Paulôs is happy to have us as tenants. Father Jim Melnyk has 
stated that he will miss the sound of the young children when 
we leave for our new quarters! 

We are beginning to plan for the move back into the 
church. We will need many volunteers not only to physically 
move but also to help clean and sanitize items that have been 
stored in the warehouse. All members of the church can be 
assigned a task!  

Thanks again for the patience and cooperation that all of 
you have shown. And many more thanks for your continued 
generosity to the Building Fund that has made this possible. 

                   ð Ann Huckenbeck 
 
 

Highlights from SPRE  
 The SPRE Committee is continuing to work on the 2011 
Annual Report. Reports are now due! The committee will also 
be holding discussions with area churches in January and 
February to gather data for Session. If any committee chair has 
a question, please feel free to contact any member of the 
committee: Jimmy Hooks, Nichole Booker, Stan Coats, or 
Debbie Jacobs. 
           ð Debbie Jacobs 



 
from the December Session                                                                         
 

Approved the formation of a Task Force to apply for 
a presbytery grant to assist the church during a 
pastorôs sabbatical. The grant must be applied for two 
years in advance. Members of the Task Force are Bill 
Sharek, Wayne Dockery, Bonnie Hooks, and Ann 
Huckenbeck. 
Approved the reception of new members: Tom and 
Sharon Barwick and Pam and Ross Hailey. 
Approved the request to transfer the membership of 
Stan Harper to First Baptist Church, Smithfield. 
Approved a lock-in for Middle School and High 
School PYC on Friday, December 16. 
Approved the Childrenôs Church program for first 
through fifth graders during worship under the 
leadership of Cameron Womack. 
Received and approved the 2012 budget from the 
Finance Committee. 
Approved calling a Congregational Meeting on 
January 22 to review the pastorôs Terms of Call 
Approved an outline for discussion with area 
churches to be conducted by the Strategic Planning 
Committee 
Elected Debbie Jacobs as Clerk of Session for 2012. 
Elected Beth Osborne as Church Treasurer for 2012. 
Elected the FPC Corporation officers for 2012: 

 President: Ken Allen, Vice President: Joy Worsham, 
 Secretary: Debbie Jacobs, Treasurer: Beth Osborne 
Approved the Joint Officersô Retreat on January 6-7, 

 2012. 
Approved January 8, 2012, as Installation Sunday. 

If you have items you would like to bring before Session, 
please contact Debbie Jacobs, Clerk. 
                                                                       ð Debbie Jacobs 

 

Davis Bell  
       Davis Bell is the son of 
Greg and Ruth Bell and the 

grandson of Roger and Eleanor Horne. He is a 
third grader at West View Elementary School 
where his favorite subject is math, although 
he thinks it is sometimes hard.  
 Davis has many interests. At church he 
participates in Sunday school, KICKS and 
Cub Scouts; he has reached the rank of Bear. 
Davis also serves as an acolyte and Trinity 
ringer.  Of the two he says, ñI like acolyte 
more than Trinity because the acolyte gets to go up twice and 
I just like lighting and unlighting the candles. I feel that doing 
Trinity is a big honor. When I do the third ring, I bow my 
head because itôs a big honor.ò  
 Davis loves his church. ñI love Christmas in a Barn 
because I enjoy being a shepherd. I like cub scouts because I 
like seeing my friends. I like KICKS because I get to see 
some friends from church who donôt come to Sunday school.  
 Davis is also a dancer, taking hip hop and tap lessons. 
Heôs looking forward to his recital in June. 
 Christmas is special to Davis. ñChristmastime is my 
favorite time of year because I like spending time with 
family, the Christmas tree, and celebrating Jesusô birth. 
Another thing I like about Christmas is giving gifts.ò 
 We are lucky to have such a fine young man among us. 

Building Committee Celebrates Progress  
Happy New Year from the Building Committee.  As we 

ring in the new year of 2012, we have reached ñhyper 
speedò in our building project.  It is hard to write an article 
because things are progressing soooooo fastttttttt that news 
is outdated before itôs read, but that is a good thing! 
So hereôs whatôs happening. All demolition is now 

complete and we are back on schedule after being delayed 
by the underground oil tank issue.   The remaining footers 
will soon be completed and you will start seeing the walls 
going up by the time this newsletter reaches you.  After 
pouring the footers for the new addition, the construction 
crew will pour the finished concrete slab for the entire floor 
of the new portion.  By mid-January you will see steel 
beams and cross ties going up and the block walls new 
building will start to take shape.    

Safety is an important issue now.  As you can see from 
the street, there is a considerable amount of danger with 
braced walls, protruding rebar, exposed roof, etc.  We ask 
everyone to stay far away from the site to avoid any injury 
or accident.  Clancy and Theys have very strict safety 
procedures and rightfully pride themselves on a good safety 
record.  Our help is needed.  I know it is like a magnet 
pulling us to go look, but right now people on site causes our 
crews concern.  Please keep a safe distance when you come 
by the church to bask in the splendor of our project.  It is 
awesome to watch, but we must be cautious. Although we 
have lost some time due to abatement and the oil tank 
problems, our builders still are working hard to finish by 
June 1.  It certainly looks very possible, so keep you fingers 
crossed and, more importantly, your prayers coming.  
By the reading of this, we will have started our ñbricks 

and mortarò removal project.  We can always use help and 
its easy work and a good opportunity for some fellowship.  
Sitting around with hammers and chisels cleaning the brick 
and sharing good conversation ï what more fun can be had?  
Contact Bill or Stan for any information and keep your eyes 
out for notices in the Thursday News and in the bulletin. 

Finally, thank you for your financial support.  Please 
remember to continue meeting your pledges and feel free to 
accelerate or increase them should you be in a position to do 
so.  They continue to be stable, and we look forward to a 
smooth continuation in the project from here. 

             ð Bill Sharek 

 

     First Presbyterian Preschool hopes 
everyone had a very Merry Christmas!  
December is such a fun and special month at 
preschool.  We  shared the good news about 
Jesus Christ with our sweet preschoolers.  

All of our children sang about the birth of baby Jesus during 
our Christmas programs. 
     Our children had such fun decorating the Christmas tree 
St. Paulôs gave us.  We made candy canes, gingerbread men, 
colorful candy ornaments, and a chain link for our tree.  The 
children were excited on our last day of preschool for this 
year as they were able to take their artwork home to use as 
decorations. 
     Santa visited preschool on Sunday, December 11 and 
enjoyed milk and cookies with many preschool and First 
Presbyterian Church families. Santa was wonderful and the 
preschoolers enjoyed having their picture made with him!  
Thanks to our Board for providing everything we needed for 
this special time! 
                                                              ð Melissa Pilkington 



Youth Advisor Orientation and Training  
 Our Presbyterian Youth Connection (PYC) is a valuable 
ministry of FPC.  We are looking for willing, dedicated adults 
to help lead this group of young people as they search out 
Godôs call for their lives.  In 2012 our focus for the Middle 
School and High School Youth will be service to Godôs 
people.  Our young people will learn about various areas of 
service and actually get their hands dirty serving the 
Smithfield Community and beyond. Will you join us? 
 On Friday evening, January 6, Cameron Womack will 
offer an orientation and training session for anyone interested 
in helping build our PYC. We are looking for youth advisors, 
parent helpers, volunteer chaperones, and meal planners. 
Please consider being a part of this vital ministry. 

 

 
 

Childrenôs Church a Hit! 
 In December we gave Childrenôs Church a 
trial run with kids in first through fifth grades. It 
was a hit! The Christian Education Committee 
will be reviewing procedures and planning 
curriculum for this program which will begin 
again in February.  More information will soon 
be coming your way! 
 
 
 

 

in December  
Memorials for Charlotte Wallace and 

Edna Brantham 

Honorariums for Eve Creech, Em and 

Andy Gemmell, Joe Hester, the Church Staff,  and Mabel 

Surles 

Donors: John and Shirley Booker, Tom and Sandra Johnson, 

Tony and Anita Liverman, John and Maxine McFadyen, 

Devon and Phyllis Pollard, Bill and Shirley Sharek 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know . . .  
Janet Lampe performed ñA Christmas to Rememberò with 

the Johnson County Chorale at the Christmas program at JCC 

and at the Festival of Trees. 

Madeline Horne was chosen to perform with a group of 

dancers at Smithfieldôs tree lighting ceremony and to open 

the Christmas parade. She also played flute in the Smithfield 

Middle School Band at the Festival of Trees. 

Judy Daniels worked each days at the NC State Fair in the 

Hobby and Crafts Building, and John and Janet Lampe 

volunteered in the Plants and Garden area for one day. Both 

John and Janet are Master Gardeners.  

Shirley Sharek and Anita Liverman volunteer at Hospice,  

John and Janet Lampe volunteer at Health Quest, and Dot 

Ellmore volunteers at the Cancer Center. 

The First Super Bowl was won by the Green Bay Packers 

on January 15, 1967. 

The First American Presidential Election was on January 

7, 1789. 

Joseph Hester Named 
Grand Chaplain for NC 
Masons  
 Congratulations are in 
order for our pastor. Joe 
Hester was installed as the 
Grand Chaplain for the Grand 
Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of North 
Carolina on Saturday, December 3, in Albemarle, NC. 
This appointment is a high honor within the fraternal 
Masonic order, and one that our pastor accepted with 
humility and grace. 
 As Grand Chaplain to the 50,000 Masons across NC, 
Joe is on a stage that crosses the entire state, and with the 
position comes an awesome task. Joe is charged with the 
duty and responsibility of reminding all Masons of their 
commitment and obligations of service to their fellow 
man, to those in distress and to our God. Further, Joe will 
remind all Masons that the Great Light in Masonry, which 
are the Holy Scriptures that rest upon the altar in each 
Masonic lodge room, are to be guarded and protected, and 
that the teaching of that precious book are to be practiced 
at all times. 
 It was with great joy that Bonnie and I traveled to 
Albemarle to witness Joeôs installation. Along with Joeôs 
parents, we witnessed the pomp and circumstance around 
the event. We know that in this role Joe will be a great 
representative for Masons and for the Presbyterian 
Church.  
 I hope you will join in congratulating Joe on this 
honor and pray for him as he spreads the Good News of 
the Great Light. 
      ð Jimmy Hooks 
 

 
Tom Roberts, Al, Joy and Meredith 
Worsham, Evans and Cooper 
Horne, Ann and Rich Huckenbeck, 

and Stan, Kelly, Mary Margaret, Lauren and Addison 
Coats for serving as readers for the Lighting of the Advent 
Candle during Advent and on Christmas Eve. 
Ragged Company and Camille Boone for providing 
music for Christmas in a Barn. 
Ruth Bell and Brandy Holzshu for spearheading 
Christmas in a Barn. 
Bill Sharek for removing and reinstalling vanity rail to 
accommodate handbell choir. 
Sandy and Eddie Perkinson for providing luminaries for 
Christmas Eve. 
Evans and Cooper Horne for setting up the parlor for 
Christmas Eve. 
Dwight Dockery and the Chancel Choir for their 
inspiring music throughout Advent and on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. 
Ruth Bell and Evans and Trish Horne for volunteering 
for Childrenôs Church in December. 
 
 
 

Acolyte and Trinity Ringer Training 
Sunday, January 22 

5:00 p.m. 
For new and returning participants 

Parents are welcome to attend! 
Contact Cameron Womack if you have questions. 


